November 22, 2009

IFMA Louisville Program

Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest

Visitors’ Center Tour

Claude Stephens, Education Director at Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest, led IFMA Members on a tour of the

United States Green Building Council LEED Platinum Certified Visitors’ Center. Highlights are noted below.

Protecting the Site

1. Existing trees and landscaped preserved and protected during construction.

2. Parking lot runoff is cleaned by fungus fields.

3. A green roof provides a living environment for ecosystems.

Water Conservation

1. Use of native plants eliminates the need for irrigation.

2. Water collected from the roof is used for toilet fixtures.

3. Stormwater is collected and stored in large cisterns.

4. Wastewater is directed through a peat filtration system.

Energy and Atmosphere

1. The building captures sunlight to actively and passively heat the building. Energy use is minimized by using

geothermal heating and cooling.

2. The building uses less-destructive ozone depletion refrigerants.

3. The building uses 100% Green Power sources.

Materials and Resources

1. Wood recycled from old pickle vats and whiskey warehouses was used to build the center; forests were planted

to replace their original harvest.

2. Much of the construction waste was recycled.

3. Materials were manufactured locally - reduced transportation impacts to the environment.

4. The building is designed to come apart so that materials can be reused at the end of its lifespan.

Indoor Air Quality

1. The building can be opened for fresh air.

2. Carbon dioxide is monitored in the building.

3. Non-toxic paint, carpet and finishes were used.

4. 90% of the building has natural daylight and outside views.

